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EDITORIAL 

The Editorial Board and staff of the Journal do not take the 
responsibility for any opinions expressed in signed articles. 

T HE Frontispiece in this issue is from a sketch 
of the Fontana de Frevi, Rome, by Mr. A. 
Leslie Perry, B.Arch., of Montreal. Mr. 

Perry's sketches have been shown at Art Exhibi
tions both in Toronto and Montreal and he has been 
highly complimented on his work. 

EARLY ARCHITECTURE IN CANADA 

We have much pleasure in presenting to our 
readers another valuable article from Professor 
Ramsay Traquair of the Department of A rchitec
ture, McGill University, on the Church of Sault au 
Recollet. Through the courtesy of the Province of 
Quebec Association of Architects, we are able to 
reproduce some of the measured drawings of this 
fine old church. Professor Traquair has , through 
considerable effort and research, furnished us with 
a record of some of the Historical Churches in the 
Province of Quebec. His articles, together with 
those of Professor Arthur on "Early Architecture 
in the Province of Ontario," should prove of spe
cial interest to those architects who have made a 
study of some of the early examples of Canadian 
Architecture. 

THE TWENTY-FIRST ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 

R.A.I.C. 

'vV e believe that this is an opportune time to call 
the attention of our members to the next Annual 
Meeting of the Royal Architectural Institute of 
Canada which will take place in Ottawa on Febru
ary 17th and 18th, 1928. We cannot too strongly 
urge the Provincial Associations to be represented 
at this meeting. \Vhile the Convention is two 
months away, it is not too early for the Associations 
to make arrangements to have as full a representa
tion of delegates as possible. Matters of great im
portance will be brought up at the Convention and 
as they will have some effect on the standing of the 
profession in Canada, it behoves every member to 
be present, if at all possible. Now that the Maritime 
Provinces are federated with the Royal Architec
tural Institute of Canada, the Institute is truly a 
National Body and can voice the opinions of the 
profession as a whole. It is therefore essential that 
each Provincial Association be fully represented at 
the next Annual Meeting so that they can take their 
part in the discussions affecting the policies of the 
Institute. 

SHOULD THE GOVERNMENT ARCHITECT ENGAGE IN 

PRIVATE WORK? 

Apropos of our editorial on this subject in the 
September issue of the J ournal, we received a letter 
froi? Mr. _E. J. Gilbert, Architect, of Regina, pro
testmg agaxnst the stand we have taken in connection 
with this much discussed subject. The letter 
appeared on page 382 in the October issue of the 
Journal. Mr. Gilbert should remember that this is 
a question not only affecting architects, but one that 
applies to the whole of the Civil Service and is 
simply a matter of sound business. It would, for 
example, not be considered good business for a 
Government to take on an employee for whom there 
was not sufficient work to occupy his full time. If 
the full time of an employee is required, then he is 
not doing his part by the Government when he 
engages in private work outside of his official duties, 
for if he does this, he saps the efficiency for which 
he has been retained by the Government. From this 
point of view it will be seen that our criticism is 
applicable to the practice of that employee who does 
not give his employers what they are entitled to . To 
our minds a Government employee accepting private 
commissions is not practicing that "Esprit de 
Corps" he should by attempting to "run with the 
ha:e and hunt with the hounds." The practice, de
spite Mr. Gilbert's assertion, is against all Civil 
Service regulations and if winked at for political 
reasons, it is not only to be regretted, but would 
call for a thorough investigation and adjustment in 
the Civil Service in Canada. It is not only within 
the narrow space of professional practice that this 
objection is taken to civil employees engaging in 
pnvate work outside of their official duties, but in 
the wider field of true citizenship and good govern
mental administration. 

THE PROGRESS OF THE JOURNAL 

This, the twenty-eighth issue of The Journal
the Official Organ of the Royal Architectural Insti
tute of Canada--completes the fourth year of its 
career. A glance backward gives ground for pro
found_ satisf.action. Launched in 1924 as a quar
terly It received both from readers and advertisers 
sufficient commendation to warrant the experiment 
of a bi-monthly issue during 1925 and 1926. At 
the end of the third year it was felt that the Journal 
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had become so well established in the regard of the 
profession and so generall y recognized as the out
standing Architectural J ournal published in Canada 
that monthly publication was decided on . The result 
has amply justified · the optimism of its promoters 
and the fu~ure is looked forward to with confidence. 

From the first a high standard of excellence was 
set as an ideal, and while perhaps that ideal has not 
yet been fully realized, in the opinion of competent 
jud;~es the Journal stands first among all Canadian 
Professional or Trade publications as a quality pro
duction. Confi rmation of this has come in numerous 
conm1t111irutions from professional and advertising 
friends. The high standard thus set will be main
tained and improved upon from time to time. The 
new Cover Design for which a Competition was 
recently held. will be adopted with the beginning 
of the New Year; a high-class Colour reproduction 
will also appear as the frontispiece of the January 
ISSUe. 

Allied Arts have from the first found an occa
sional place in the pages of The Journal, but early 
this year a more definite place on our programme 
was given to these sister arts. The Royal Canadian 
Academy has officially recognized The Journal and 
every Member and Associate of The Academy is 
now on the list of subscribers. Articles on Painting, 
Graphic Art, Sculpture and Applied Art by leading 
members of the Professions will appear from time 
to "time in our pages. 

Our Architectural readers should not forget that 
the publication of The Journal is made possible by 

the support of our advertisers, to whom considera
tion should be given wherever possible. Every care 
is taken to accept advertisements only from 
thoroughly reputable firms and in our advertising 
pages will be found many of the leading producers 
of structural materials. As , too , The Journal is of 
interest to many outside the profession and increased 
circulation means increased advertising value sub
scribers are asked to make The Journal known to 
their friends and business associates. 

The Editor and the Editorial Board take this 
opportunity of expressing their sincere appreciation 
of the co-operation given by many members of the 
Architectural profession who have contributed 
articles, photographs and drawings. and to those 
associated with the Allied Arts who have also given 
generous literary assistance. May we express the 
hope that we will receive the continued co-operation 
of our members and friends in the future as we have 
in the past. 

IKDEX TO VOLUME IV. 

Accompanying this issue is The Index for 1927. 
Care has been taken to secure completeness and 
accuracy and hy cross reference to make the finding 
of any article or illustration easy. A new feature of 
the Index is the enumeration of both issue and page 
so that both those who hind the volume and those 
who keep the monthly issues separate will have a 
ready means of locating the desired reference. The 
Index this yea r is purposely sent loose instead of 
being stitched in the number, so that it can be filed 
for reference by those who do not bind the volume. 

Awards Jl.n two Recent War Memorial Competitions 
Since the following arti~le was written and after these pages were actually on rhe press 

wo:d has comefrom Uh11;mpeg that the War ~em:orial Committee has rejected the Prize 
Wtnntng Destgn by Mtss Wood and accepted zn zts place the design by Gilbert Parfitt who 
won the third prize in the competition.-Ed. 

CALGARY WAR MEMORIAL 

T HE Competition for the Calgary War Me
morial closed on September 15th, 1927. It 
was open to any British subject born in the 

British Empire or in any of the countries allied with 
Great Britain and her Dominions in the Great War. 

The Chief Assessor of this Competition was Pro
fessor Cecil S. Burgess, A.R.I.B.A., Department of 
Architecture, University of Alberta. The other four 
Assessors were: The Mayor of Calgary, the Hon
ourable R. B. Bennett, K.C., LL.D., Mr. J. K. 
Woods, Editor of the Calgary Herald, Mr. R. S. 
Somerville, Editor of the Morning Albertan. 

The conditions called for a monument to be 
erected in front of the City Hall at a cost not to 
exceed $15,000 inclusive of the fee payable to the 
successful competitor. 

Three prizes were offered. A first of $200; a 
second of $100 and a third of $50. The amount of 
the first prize to merge in the fees of the successful 
competitor. Oply nine designs were submitted, 
three of which were from Regina, two from Calgary, 
two from Vancouver, one from Vegreville , Alta., 
and one from Toronto. 

The first prize was awarded to Arthur H. Eadie, 
Architect, 230 Bloor Street west, Toronto; the sec-

oncl prize to M. vV. Sharon, Architect, Regina and 
the third prize to E. J. Gilbert, Architect, Regina. 
The Committee also expressed their appreciation of 
the design submitted by D. S. Mcilroy, Architect, 
222a Eighth A venue, Calgary. 

The following report of the Competition was sub
mitted to the Calgary vVar Memorial Committee by 
the Chief Assessor, Professor Cecil S. Burgess: 

As Chief Assessor I beg to make the following 
report to you in regard to above : 

Nine designs were submitted . This can only be 
considered a fair response to the call for designs. It 
should be remembered, however, that there are onlv 
about twenty architects and sculptors in the Province 
of Alberta and quite a number of these are from 
the nature of their practice not specially interested 
in work of the decorative nature called for in a 
monument of this kind. 

Five of the designs submitted were of good qual
ity of design and each of these received very careful 
consideration. The decisive point in favour of the 
design which the Assessors agreed to place first was 
its suitability in form, size and scale for the site in 
front of the City Hall. This site appears to me to 
be a suitable one, hut I was not in a position to di s
cuss other proposals in this matter. 
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FIRST AWARD. CALGARY WAR MEMORI AL COMPETITION 
Arthur H. E adie , Architect 

In my opinion the design selected can be erected 
for the sum proposed , $15,000, and I recommend 
that it be carried out. 

I should recommend that special consideration be 
given by your committee in co-operation with the 
designer to the inscriptions symbols and standards to 
be placed on the monument. 

WIN N IPEG WAR ME MORIAL 

This Competition was announced on August 3rd 
and closed on October 31st, 1927. It was open to 
any Canadian citizen born in Canada or in the 
Briti sh Empire, or in any of the recently allied 
countries. 

The Assessors for the Competition were : Mr. E. 
P . Martin, Architect, Chief Assessor, Saskatoon; 
Mr. J. McDiarmid, Architect, Winnipeg; Mr. C. Vv. 
U . Chivers, Architect , Winnipeg; Mr. D. A. Ross, 
A rchitect, Winnipeg; Miss E va L. J ones, Winnipeg. 

T he conditions called for the ·Memorial to be 
erected in the centre of Memorial Boulevard which 
is 132 feet wide. The total cost was not to exceed 
$25,000 inclusive of the fee payable to the successful 
competitor. The conditions stated that the sole 
prize in the Competition was the commtsswn to 
carry out the work for which a fee of 10ro would 
he paid to the su::cessful competitor. 

Your Assesso rs herewith beg to report their deci
sion in the selection of a design for the proposed 
new \\ ' ar Memorial. 

It was unanimously decicfed that the design sub
mitted hy Miss E lizabeth Vvoocl. Sculptor , of 
Toronto, merited firs t place. The winning design 
in our opinion is remarkable in originality and, by 
its heroic proportions bound to arrest the attention 
of the passer-by . It avoids the similarity of so many 
\ Var l\femorials already erected . Miss \Vood has 
concei vee! a des1gn that is well suited to the site. 
The rugged execution of the dominant fi gure is out
standing, breathing as it were the spirit of the West 
with its strength and confidence, at the same time 
a memory of the past, emblematic o [ the spirit of 
those who answered thei r country's cal l. 

Twenty-five designs were submitted, coming from 
points as far apart as Toronto and Vancouver. 
Many of these are of outstanding merit but we 
would particularly call attention to the design sub
mitted hv :Mr. A . H . Eadi e of Toronto, and the 
des1gn of Mr. Gilbert Parfitt of Winnipeg. In this 
regard we would suggest that your committee con
sider the ach·ic:ability o f awarding th ese gentlemen 
suitable prizes. 

\ Ve are enclosing some recommendations of a 
~: uggestiYe character in connecti on with minor detail s 
of the design, such as the use, upon medallions 
around the base. of the badges of the \Vinnipeg 
units who saw active ser vice; and the matter of suit
able in sc riptions . etc. 

The AsseSSOrS report as presented to the \ i\Ti nni- FIRST AWARD, WI NN IPEG WAR MEMORIAL COMPETITI ON 
peg \ i\Tar Memorial Committee is as follows: Eliz<tiJeth Wood. Sculptor 
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PARK ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH, TORONTO 

J. Francis Brown & Son, Arclu:tects . 

NORT H AI SLE DETA I L OF SI DE ENTRA!\CE 
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MEMORIAL WI ND OW OVER GALLERY 

F. Bruce Brown, Del . 

I NTERIOR, LOOKING T OWARDS GALLERY SOUTH SIDE OF CHANCEL 
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window in the chancel gable wall above the Baptistry. 
The P ulpit is placed on the south side of the Chancel 
A rch and the screened organ console is placed on the 
opposite side. 

The proportion of the nave would be improved by 
the addition of two bays, and the chancel by ten 
feet additional depth, but the boundaries of the lot 
prevented these desirable improvements. 

T he walls of the building are constructed of brick 
with a free treatment of moulded cut stone including 
all win,dows and tracery. 

The Clere-story walls are supported upon moulded 
cut stone piers and arches without the assistance of 
structural steel, the piers rise to the spring of the 
arched ribs of the roof t russes and are a rched over 
the clere-story windows. To emphasize the height 
of the Nave walls, the side aisle roofs were held 
clown and low three-centred arches springing from 
the surface of the piers were employed to carry the 
curtain walls. 

T he roo f is of open timber construction clear to 
the ridge 55 feet above the floor. The roof trusses 
are solidly framed of moulded members; the panels 
above the tie beams are fitted with vertical tracery, 
the tie beam ribs are formed in a gothic arch spring
ing from moulded stone corbels on the piers. The 
whole of the exposed roo f construction is of select 
B.C. fir stained in two shades of brown. 

T he interior fini sh is of straight grained oak 
stained and blended to a uniform rich brown tone to 
subdue the broad grain. 

All windows of Nave, Aisles and Chancel are being 
glazed with stained glass memorials carefully ar
ranged in series of scriptural subj ects a ccording to 
the selection and approval of a memorial window 
committee. The large west window is a War Me
morial representing the "Ascension" . The Chancel 
window represents the "Sermon on the Mount" . 
These windows are now in place. The ten Clere
story windows are in course of preparation and are 
expected to be in place during the next few months. 
They will represent incidents in the Life and Minis
try of our L ord. The memorial windows were not 

included in the original estimates, the clere-story and 
aisle windows are being provided by individual mem
bers of the Church, fif teen of the twenty have been 
subscribed fo r to date. It will be of interest to many 
that one of the clere-stor:y windows will be in 
memory of the late E dmund Burke who was a 
prominent and much beloved member of the Archi
tectural profession. 

T he interior wall surfaces have been fini shed in 
grey stucco ; on the completion of the memorial 
windows a quiet colour scheme of decoration will be 
carried out in harmony with and to give prominence 
to the windows. 

The acoustic properties of the building have been 
considered perfectly satisfactory and has been ac
complished without the assistance of special acusti
cal materials. 

The Casavant Brothers, organ builders, installed 
the three manual organ of thirty stops and chimes, 
the specification of which was approved by the late 
Dr. Vogt . T his splendid instrument is a memorial 
to the late H arry Ryrie and was presented to the 
church through the generosity of Mrs. Harry Ryrie 
and family. 

The Church H ouse is a two-story structure 70 feet 
by 70 feet with basement. Two entrances lead into 
the main reception hall around which are placed 
the Vestry, Church Office, P rimary R oom, Church 
Parlour and Choir Robing Rooms. The first floor 
is reached by two stairways and consists of an As
sembly R oom from which open six class rooms, a . 
Young P eople's Social Room with fireplace and 
kitchenette, two adult class rooms, and a Library. 

The basement is planned with a Central H all 
around which are Class Rooms, a R ecreation and 
Dining H all 30 feet by 70 feet, a well equipped 
kitchen, caretaker's room, blower room, boiler and 
fuel rooms. 

Building operations were carried on smoothly to a 
sati sfactory conclusion by a selected group of con
tractors. T hese men worked unselfishly together in 
a painstaking way and completed their obligations in 
a most creditable manner. 

COMM UNION TABLE 

F . Br'UC e Brown, D el. 



DETAIL OF WEST ELEVATION, PARK ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH, TORONTO 
J. Francis Brown &' Son , Architects (See pp. 424-428) 

Page 4-29, The Journal, Royal Architectural Institute of Canada, December, 1927 



INTERIOR, LOOKING TOWARD.S CHANCEL, PARK ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH, TORONTO 
J. Francis Brown & Son, Architects (See pp. 424-428) 

Page 431. The Journal, Royal Architectural Institute of Canada, December, 1927 



"COLUMJ'\S" FROM "MANHATTAN, THE MAGICAL ISLAND" 
By Ben Judah Lubschez 

USEE REVIEW PAGE XXIX& 

Page 433, The Journal, Royal Architectural Institute of Canada, December, 1927 



WINDOW IN CHURCH AU RECOLLETS, QUEBEC 
(See "The Church of the Visitation," p. 437) 

Page 435. The Journal, Royal Architectural Institute of Canada, December, 1927 
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SAULT-AU-RECOLLET, P.Q. 
From a sketch h;; J ames Dun can , 183 1. By Permis8ion of the McCcrd Nat.i onal J\1 -usturn 

(S ee also plate on p. 43ri) 

The Church of the Visitation-Sault-au-RecoHet, Q_uebec 
By R AMSAY TRAQUAIR, M.A., (Hon.) F .R .I.B.A. Macdonald Professor 

of Archi tecture, McGill University 
and 

E. R. ADAIR, M.A. Associate Professor of History, M cGill Un iversity 

The excerpts from the Church R ecords were made by 
Miss Beatrice L yman, of McGill University 

T HE parish of Saul t -au- R ecollet is sit uated 
on the north side of the Island of M ontreal 
on the banks of the Riviere des Pra iries 

a nd north-west of t he City of Montreal. I t takes 
its na me from t he death here in 1625 of the 
Recollet Father Nicholas Vie! who was drowned 
with his young Indian disciple Ahuntsic in the 
rapids below t he present site of the church, not 
without grave suspicion of foul play. T o this 
spot in 1696 it was resolved to move the Indi a n 
converts who were livin g in a nd around the 
Sulpician mission of "Notre Dame des Neiges de 
Ia Montagne". 

The Sulpicia n Fathers, as lords of the manor, 
enclosed a considerable area with strong palisades , 
and within this fort erected a seigneuria l manor 
house a nd , at the eastern a ngle, the mission 
church of Notre Dame de Lorette or , as it was 
com monly called " La Nouvelle Lorette." 1 This 
was a wooden structure with a bell tower 2 probab
ly simila r to other early churches of New France. 
The fort , the manor house a nd t he church a re 

1 C. P . Beaubien. Le Sa ult-a u-Recollet. (M ontreal, 1898) pp. 143-4 
149 . 

'It was repaired in 1747. (Li vres de Co mpte de Ia F abrique. I fo. 5. ) 

said to have been due to t he generosity of the 
Superior of the Sulpicians, M. de Belmont. 

As the colonisation of t he island progressed, 
Sault-au-R ecollet was in t urn found unsui table 
for an India n mission . T owards t he end of 
1720, or early in 1721 , t he three fathers in cha rge, 
MM. Robert Gay, Maurice Quere de Treguron 
a nd H a mon Gouin, decided to move to Oka 
on the other side of the Lake of Two Mounta ins.l 
The population a long the Riviere des Prairies 
was rapidly increasin g, a nd in 1730 the Bishop 
of Quebec a ppointed M. Giroua rd to serve the 
parishes of Sault-au-Recollet and Riviere des 
Prairies; he was foll owed by M . Prevost and 
in 1733 by M. C haboi llez 2 • 

The oldest documents in the parish records 
date from 1736, a nd we have to consider whether 
t he old mission chapel continued in use as a 
parish church until 1751, when t he present church 
was built, or whether a second church was built 
about 1736. On the one ha nd a document in 
the pa rish archives, rather doubtfully dated 
1736, records a meeti ng of t he parishoners "sur 

1 Fa illon. Vie de Ia Soeur Bourgeois. I I 264-266. 
' Beaubien pp. 284-286. 
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les t ravaux qu'on devoit faire pour l'eglise." 
The resolu t ion calls for con t ribution from a ll 
pa ri shoners, mentions mason work on t he founda
tions of the church , a nd indicates, at the leas t , 

very extensive repairs. There are no accounts 
for 1736 but a note in M. Chambon's handwriting 
of t hat year in the records reads: " 11 n 'y a 
point de conte de Ia premiere annee. M. De
senclaves, p retre et premier missiona ire de Ia 
ditte paroi sse, n'en ayant point lai sse et ayant 
decharge le marguillier en charge, J ean Turcot, 
de tout ce qu'il pouvoit avoir re<;:u Ia plus grande 
partie de ce que est a I' eg li se ayan t eues faiste 
et acheve de cette annce Ia, ou mon di t sieur 
Desenclaves a fo urni beaucoup plus q ue ne 
pouvoit le reven ues de Ia ditte fabrique. 

Fait a u R ecollet 
amst signe Desenclaves, Pretre 

Chambon, Pretre 1
• 

This indicates a very extensive reconstruction. 
As casti ng further ligh t on what was done we 
may consider the facts: (1) t hat in t he records 
is a copy of a deed dated March 15, 1736, granti ng 
in perpetuity a specified pew in t he church of 
Saul t -a u-Recollet; th is wo uld ha rdly have been 
done if the church were not t hen built; and (2) 
t hat we have two unimpeachable accoun ts of 
its dilapidated condition in 1747-9 . 

On June 30, 1747, M gr. de Pontbriand, Bishop 
of Quebec, wrote: " Votre eglise, nos tres chers 
enfants, menace une ruine si prochaine et par 
Ia meme est si peu decente que nous a urions 
ete obliges de defendre d'y celeb rer les Sain tes 
Mysteres si on ne nous avoit pas assure q u 'elle 
pourroit durer encore une annee. Nous vous 
ordon nons de profiter de ce terme pour batir 
une nouvelle eg lise a u deJa du fort." 2 and on 
September 23, 1749, a Swedish naturalist, Peter 
Kalm, wrote : " c'est a lors que les sauvages 
vinrent s'etablir au Sau lt-au-Recollet ou, plus 
tard, on leur construisit l'eglise qui existe encore 
... celle ... est un v iei l edifice en bois d'apparence 
decrepite, mais l 'in terieur en vau t mieux q ue le 
dehors et les F rancais y suivent les offices religieux. 
D'ailleurs, on ne tardera pas a batir une eglise 
neuve; Ia pierre q ui devra ent rer da ns sa con
struction est deja rend ue sur les li eux ." 3 A 
ch urch newly buil t in 1736 could hardly have 
fallen into this state in 1747. M. K alm evi 
dently saw t he old church and t he work done 
in 1736 consisted in very extensive repairs and 
possibly some enla rgement. 

Decorative work was certain ly done in t he 
church between 1737 and 1741. In 1739 t he 
tabernacle was increased in size at a cost of 24 
livres and regilded by " les soeurs" for 40 livres. 
La Brosse, sculptor , was paid " 6 minots de ble," 
value 24 li vres , in 1737 and a simi lar sum in 
17414

• The letter a lready q uoted from the 
Bishop of Quebec in 17 4 7 goes on to order t hat 
a plan a nd esti mate for the new church should 
be drawn up and approved by M. Norman, t he 
"Grand Vica ire," 5and t hat measures be taken 
to obtain from t he parish the wherewithal to 
build t he church. I t states that M. Norman 
has verba lly gran ted an area of four arpen tss fo r 

1 Li vres de co mpte de Ia Fabriq ue I fol. 1. l\11. Desenclaves, the first 
cure to be appointed by the Sul picians, served from January to October, 
1736 and was succeeded by M. Chambon. 

2 Letter in the actes de Ia Fabrique. 
3 Memoires de Ia Societe historique de l\tlon treal. Livre V l l: Voyage 

de P. Kalm. tracluit par L. \¥. Marchand p. 220. 
4 Liv res d e Compte 1 fos . l(b). 3(h). 
5 He had succeeded l\11. de Belmont as Su perior of the S ulpicians. 
6 The arpent co ntained 100 square perches, and varied in different 

provinces. The present French arpent is about one and a half English 
acres. The old linear arpent of Paris was 180 French fee t, the common 
arpe nt 200, the standard arpent 220 feet. 
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the site of the church , the presbytery a nd the 
cemetery; t his lies beyond the fort a nd at a 
distance of one arpent from the maison seigneu
riale1. 

The cure continued to live in the maison 
seigneuriale until 1787 when the then incumbent, 
M. Chenet, complained strongly of its ruinous 
condition. A new presbytery was t hen built2 to 
which extensive repairs were made between 
1834 and 1836. By 1870 it was again in bad 
repair and finally in 1880 it was pulled down and 
the present building erected. 

To return to t he church : in obedience to the 
Bishop's letter a general assembly of t he inhabi
tants was held on July 27, 1749, when the marguil
liers laid before them the need for contribu tions 
proportional to their holdings in land. This 
was agreed to, t he payments to be made in 
money, labour and ma terials, "pour Ia Iere a nnee 
chacun une toise de pierre de ma<;on ne, chacun 
deux voyages pierre de carriere soit pour Ia 
cha ux soit pour les escoinson. Chacun une 
pistole en argent scavoir cent sols des le quinze 
du janvier prochain et 100 sols a u quinze de 
juin pour tout terme et deJa. La seconde annee 
pareillement une pistole payable dans les memes 
termes, une sema ine de leur temps et une piece 
de bois de pin , ceci pour estre sciee au moulin 
en planche ou madrier de douze poulce d 'echan
t ilon . La troisieme annee pareillement et a insy 
d'annee en annee jusqu'a Ia perfection de l'ouv
rage.''3 

This gives quite a vivid picture of a community 
engaged in building its church. 

The general conduct of the building works was 
entrusted to Cha rles G uilbaut " ma<;on entre
preneur de Ia batisse de l' eglise" and a native 
of t he pari sh . He would be quite competent to 
ma ke any simple plans t hat might be required. 

The church seems to have been finished suffi
cien t ly for divine service to be held in it by 
1751. In 1752 it was consecrated by the Bishop 
of Quebec in person, and in 1753, after the work 
had been surveyed by two outside experts, 
Paul Tesier and T oussaint Perineau, each " ma<;on 
et expert nomme pour proceder a u toisage". 
G uilbert was paid 1912 livres out of t he 2200 
livres which he ul timately received 4 • 

The complete accoun ts are detailed in the 
Actes de Fabrique. 

Depances de Ia Batisse de l 'Eglise 
Payes a Guilbaut ... . .. . ............. 2200 
a Asselin Valade . pierre de tai lle et tra-

vail a u fourna u . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 210 
a J oseph Valade . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2000 
a Boutin LaCroix . . . . . . . 136 
a Delorme, meunier . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 760 
a Lecuyer, pour bois. . . . . . . . . . . 300 
Pour les manoeuvres, chariages et com-

pris les (vi vres) ? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4600 
Pour les cloux. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 200 
Pour cinq caisses vittres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 175 
Pour Ia couvert ure . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 662 

1 This land was legall y ceded by the Sulpicia ns to the Fabrique of 
Sault-au-Recollet on August 13, 1749 , at a quit rent of one sou per annum . 
(Livre terrier du seminaire de Saint Sulpice) . 

2 A note in the Actes de Ia Fa brique Vol. 1, November 1, 1787, gives a 
full account of the proposed building. 

3 Acte de l ' assembU~e generate en Actes de Ia Fa brique. 
"Quittance de Charles Guilbaut in the Actcs de Ia Fabrique Jan. 13, 

1753. 

a Langlois, forgeron .. . .... . .. .. . .... . 
Pour 4 serrures ... .. .. . .......... .. . . 
Pour fer blanc ...... ... . . .. ... ..... . . 
Pour mastique ... . ... . . . . .. . ...... . . . 
Pour 12 cha ndelier . ... . . .. . . .. . . 

225-10 
60 
24 
80 
24 

11656- 10 

Joseph Valade was the carpenter , as we learn 
from various items in the Livres de Compte . 
It will be seen that the contracts were practically 
for labour only . The proprietors were expected 
to supply or to pay separately for, such materials 
as nai ls, wood, glass, ironwork and tinplate, and 
for carriage. The cut stone is charged separately 
and we know that the parishoners supplied t he 
rubble stone . 

Of t he total cost apparently only 6840 livres 
10 so us was pa id by the parish; t he rest was 
advanced by M. Chambon t he cure ; whether it 
was ever repaid the accoun ts do not show. 

The sacristy was commenced in 1761 and 
finished in 17731. I t was lengthened in 1844 in 
stone, at a cost of slightly over 4000 liv res2

• 

In 1852 a sma ll extension in red brick was added 
to provide a confessional for deaf parishoners3. 
In 1816 the church safe was installed in the wall 
of the sacristy at the back of t he a ltar. In 
consequence the doors were strengthened and 
the serrated iron bars which are still there were 
placed in the windows 4

• 

I t seems probable t hat a tabernacle and other 
ornaments were tra nsferred from the old church 
to t he new in 17 51. We hear of 12 gilded vases 
(at 3 livres each) , a n altar frontal of gilded 
leather ( 45 li vres), 2 li ttle bells "chez St. Luc" 
(10 livres), a holy water stoup, silver on copper 
(45 livres) and other furni shings being purchased 
between 1751 a nd 1755, whilst in 1749 M. 
Chambon bought in France a processional cross 
(24 livres) and a silver ciborium (122 liv res) 5 . 

In 1764 220 livres was paid for carving on the 
retable of t he high altar a nd in the following 
year a "tabernacle cadre" was acquired for 
250 livres. The gilding paid for in 1773 at 
the rate of 400 livres was probably the finishing 
touch to this work. At the same time (1772-3) 
400 livres was pa id for the reconstruction of the 
wooden vaulting. It is impossible to say whether 
the " H ebert, esculteur" who was paid in 1773 
1420 liv res was responsible for retable, taber
nacle and vaul ti ng a like or for the vaulting 
only, but it is quite probable that to him can 
be ascribed the whole of t he work 6 • 

In 1789 we find Louis Quevillon engaged upon 
a great west door . "simila r to that of St. Martin 
in the Isle Jesus, except that the fan was not 
to be in glass, but pa nelled with a shell in the 
centre." Quevillon at this time also made the 
chest for church ornaments which still stands 
in the sacristy7. 

In 1791 it was decided to have a pulpit in 
t he same style as that in the H otel Dieu. Several 
sculptors gave estimates and a certa in Liebert 

I Livres de Compte I fos. 8 (b) . 9 (b) . 15. 
'Actes de Ia Fa brique li pt. 1. pp. 56 , 59. 
'Act es de Ia Fa brique li p. 79. 
' Actes de Ia Fa brique I fo . 13 ( b). Livres de compte fos. 57, 57 (b). 
' Beaubien pp. 318-319. Livres de compte I fos. 6-7 (b). 
' Livres de compte 1 fos. 11 ll(b). 14, 15. The 1420 livres had bee n 

provided from the estate of M . Chambon. 
7 Actes de Ia Fabrique I fo. 3. Livres de compte I fo. 32 (b). 
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received the contract for 800 livres on the ground 
t hat " celui-ci a demande moins a proportion de 
l'ouvrage qu'on lui avait augmente ." 1 

In 1836 the marguilliers decided to make a 
contract with R ene St . James .or a new pulpit, 
but shortly afterwards gave the work to Vincent 

sous. 1 In 1800 Louis Quevillon reappears in 
the records with a contract for a "Bane d'oeuvre" 
or churchwarden's pew. In October, 1802, he 
was further commissioned to make two taber
nacles for the chapels of St . Michel and Ste. 
Anne a t a cost of 700 livres for the two, not 

THE FRON T 
J ohn Ostell , 185 1 

Chartrand of St. Vincent de Pa ul for 2000 livres. 
This pulpit is still in the church. The old one, 
by Liebert, was given to the church of St. 
Augustin 2 but is now no longer there . 

In 1792 Liebert was employed to carve a 
t abernacle for the high alta r similar to that at 
St. Martin and received 1000 livres for the work. 
It was gilded in 1794 at a cost of 810 livres 3 

1 Actes de Ia Fa briq ue I fo. 5. 
2 Act es de Ia Fabrique II , pt. 1, pp. 33, 34, 49. Livres de Compte II 

pp. 61, 63. 

including painting or gliding2 • 

In 1806 he was again commissioned to furnish 
an " autel a Ia Romaine" for the high altar for 
900 livres , and two similar ones for the side 
cha pels for 700 livres each 3 • These are the actual 
altar t ables or " tom beaux". All t hese, together 
with t he two tabernacles of the side chapels 
made in 1802 are still in their original places. 

1 Actes de Ia Fabriq ue. I fos. 5 (b) , 6 . Livres de Compte I fo. 36. 
2 Actes de Ia Fabri que 1. fos . 8 , 9 . Li vres de Compte I , fos. 43, 46. 
3 Act es de Ia Fabri que I , fo. 10 (b). Quevillon was paid in full 2330 

livres in 1806. 



THE CHOIR AND HIGH ALTAI1 DETAIL OF THE RETABLE OF THE HIGH ALTAR 
Liebert, 1792 
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DETAIL OF A SIDE ALTAR 
B y permission of th e P.Q.A .A 

ONE OF THE SIDE ALTARS 
Quevillon , 1806 
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' t,QLI~lf>OC·U·Yl:..SITAT : ;: ' 
- SAUL 11' Al\1 ~Lur..'"T -

DET AI L OF THE HIGH ALTAR 
B y permission of the P.Q .A.A. 

the " Cha pelle reposoir" of Saints-Anges, but 
this has now disappea red . The left hand belfry 
at present contains two small bells. One, in
scribed "T. Mea rs of London Fecit 1815" , is 
evidently the bell bought from 'Willia m M ait la nd 
& Co. in obedience t o a n episcopa l letter of 
June, 1808. The second is a n ela bora t ely orna 
mented bell , cast in R ome, and presented in 
1864 by M gr. Vinet, t hen cure of t he pa rish . 
In t he right ha nd tower ha ng t hree bells pur
chased in 1880 from M ears a nd Stainba nks. 
M. Bea ubien writes of finding a n old bell which 
he presen ted t o t he N oviciate of St. Gabriel 
close by . This bell still hangs over the building 
to which he gave it, now a provincia l house of 
t he order. I t is d ecorated wit h a delicately 
a ra besqued la t in cross on t h ree grades, a nd 
bears the inscript ion " M OY NE MA FAIT 
L 'AN 1752. " I t was evident ly bought at t he 
building of t he new church ; i t is in excellen t 
condi t ion and must be one of t he oldest church 
bells in Canada. 

T HE B UILDING 

The church consists of a nave, 43 fee t b road by 
119 feet long internal measurement, termina ting 
in a rectangula r sanctua ry. Beyond t his is a 
double sacristy wit h a sma ll brick a nnex. The 
wa lls a re of rough rubble masonry, t hree feet 
t hick in the church a nd about t wo fee t t hick in 
t he sacristy . The la rge windows have raised 
dressings of grey limestone, t he remainder of 
t he wa lling is of fi eld stones heavily poin ted 
wi t h mortar. In t he end wall of t he sanctua ry, 
under t he roof, t he poin t ing has been omitted 
and we can see the wa terworn faces of the field 
stones , levelled at heights of from 4 ft. 6 in. t o 

5 ft. 6 in . This is evident ly t he stone collected 
by the inha bi tants which Mr. K a lm saw on 
t he site in 1749. 

The church is orien ted to t he N .W. The 
walls, as a lso t hose of t he first sacristy, belong 
to t he original building from 1749 to 1773. 
The front of the building was taken down when 
t he new fron t and towers were added in 1851. 
I ts posit ion was proba bly just beyond t he present 
poin t of junction of t he old nave with t he more 
recent cha pels . At t his point t here a re a t 
present t wo buil t up doorways which proba bly 
were made to open in to t he end of t he na ve, 
behind t he last seats . 

The old fron t was gabled wit h a wooden 
porch , and was surmoun ted by a wooden fleche 
wi th two open belfries. The sket ch made in 
183 1 by J a mes Duncan a nd now in t he M cCord 
Nationa l Museum, shows it rising a bove t he 
t rees. In 1818 t he gable was repaired , plastered 
and pain ted in squa res to imi tate cu t stone 1. 

J ohn Ostell' s new fro n t is of a severe I talia n 
type which is no t uncommon in the la rger churches 
near M ont real. Ste. Genevieve , St e. Rose , St . 
E ustache a nd Assompt ion a re good examples, 
all b uil t a bout t he middle of the XIX cent ury . 
L ike Sault -a u-Recollet t hey a re of grey lime
stone , forma l, dignified a nd rather cold . In all 
of t hem t he towers were left unfinished to be 
com pleted later with wooden belfries, probably 
in a ll cases t he work of t he v illage carpen ter. 
Th ese follow t he old Canadia n tradition a nd 
give a welcome touch of lightness a nd a local 
qua li ty to t he rather lea rned a nd sophisti cated 
a rchi tecture of the lower pa rts . At Sa ult-a u-

1 Acles de Ia Fa br iq ue fos. 16 (b) , 17 (b) , D ec. 6, 1818 , May 2, 18 19. 
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R ecollet we know t hat t hey were t he work of 
Fran~oi s Dut ri sac, t he carpen ter. They a re 
covered wit h metal shing les a nd pa inted grey . 

The object of t he new front was to provide 
addi t iona l seating. Accordingly t he nave is 
carri ed through at full wid t h , wit h a la rge gallery 
above, a nd t he towers wi t h t he side cha pels a re 
placed outside i t. This gives a front of 80 feet 
wide with a screen wall connecting t he towers. 
On t his screen is set t he pedimented a nd rusti
cated cen t ral feature. Th e side doors open in to 
t he towers, w hich contain t he stairs to t he 
gallery . Behind a re two side chapels, of which 
t hat on t he righ t ha nd side contains t he wooden 
font made by Fleury David in 1820 1. I t is not 
so interesting as most of hi s work. 

The nave is decorated wit h a n arcaded corin 
t hia n order resting on a pa nelled dado somewh at 
higher t ha n t he pews. I t is a ll in wood, t he 
carvin g good if not of a ny very great distinction. 
The egg a nd da rt of t he cornice is a va ri a nt of 
t he usual form. 

The vaul t is di vided in to bays by cross r ibs 
over the pilasters , seven bays from t he back of 
t he gallery to t he sanctuary . These a re t reated 
altern ately wi t h diagona l r ibs, rising to a la rge 
rosette, a nd wit h carved a rabesques. The bay 
next to t he sanctuary a nd t he vaul t of t he sanc
t ua ry itself a re ri chly coffered , a nd in t he span
drills over t he side a ltars a re cornucopias from 
which issue a tangle of vine branches, fruit a nd 
leaves. These are t he " 2 cornes d'abonda nce 
fort ri ches" for which F leury D avid was paid 

1 Acles de Ia Fa b rique Vol. 1, fo. 18 (b) . 

THE DOOR ON THE LEFT H AND OF TH E FU GH ALTAR 

8 louis extra in 1818 1 . The corne d'abondance 
is often fo und in t hi s positio n ; it was so used in 
St. J ean 1.0. 2 and otre Dame de Bonsecours 
at M on t real (before restoration). The carv ing 
is very deli cate a nd crisp , a nd t he design is full 
of va riety . As is usua l in Quebec it is na iled on 
to a background of wood boarding. The 
execu t ion of t he detail a nd t he general effect of 
t he whole ceiling a re very att ractive, a nd it 
must be regarded as one of t he finest wood 
vaul ts in t he P rovince. 

The sanctua ry is rectangular. Alt hough t he 
semicircula r apse is more usua l yet this form is 
by no means uniq ue. I t was used natura lly in 
t he chapels of institut ions, w here t he semicircu
la r end wo uld have fitted in badly wit h other 
buildi ngs , as in the H opi tal Genera l or t he 
Conven t of t he U rsulines in Quebec. But it 
occurs a lso in pa ri sh churches. The old church 
of Ste Anne de Beaupre, Not re Dame des Anges 
at Cha rl esbourg a nd qui te a num ber of other 
churches have rectangular termi nations . 

The side altars a re placed as usual against t he 
end returns of the nave. These a nd t he sides 
of t he sanctua ry a re treated with a corin t hi a n 
plaster order simila r to t hat of t he nave. Th e 
end of t he sanctua ry has four detached columns 
over which t he en tablature b reaks forward , t he 
cen t re pair suppor t ing a low scroll canopy. 
The ceiling here is very richly coffered a nd t he 

1 Acles de Ia Fabrique I , fo. 16 (a ) . 
2 Proba bly by Loui s Basi l D avid who is said to have been a pupil of 

Quevillon. Whether he was con nected with Fleury D avid is not at 
present known , but he lived at about the same time and apparentl y came 
fro m the sa me part of the country . 

THE DOOR ON THE RIGHT H AND OF THE HIGH ALTA R 
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panels filled with rosettes and scroll-work. The 
two angels in the corners are of plaster and modern, 
the rest is wood, the work of Fleury David. 
This is the part referred to in the Actes de Ia 
Fabrique as the " Retable". 

The two doors which lead from the sanctuary 
to the sacristy must be particularly noticed. 
They are in two panels, with shaped ends and 
floriated mouldings of the type found in France 
in the time of Louis XV. The panels are carved 
with scenes in relief of half to three-quarters 
of an inch . The upper panels depict the feats 
of Sampson. On the left hand door he is shown 
killing the lion, on the right hand door carrying 
off the gates of Gaza. The lower panels show, 
below Sampson and the lion, the cure going to 
the church, below Gaza, the cure going to 
visit the sick. Each scene has in the back
ground a hill with trees and houses, and to these 
we must give particular attention. On the hill 
behind Sampson and the lion stand two little 
figures, a man in skirted coat and knee breeches, 
and a woman; behind them are two houses. 
The lower panel of the door shows one half of a 
church evidently of masonry, with a single arched 
door flanked by niches and a circular window 
in the gable. This is surmounted by a single 
belfry with a pointed spire and weathercock. 
In the background are two houses, one of two 
storeys, apparently connected by a palisade. 

The City of Gaza, in the right hand door, is 
of a conventional architecture with towers and 
battlements. In the lower panel the cure is 
approaching a house with rusticated angles. 
In the background is a group of two buildings 
set in an L plan with a tower between them. 
It has a palisaded enclosure. On the hill at 
the back is a windmill. The fine convention 
and carving of the trees should be noticed. All 
four panels are painted in polychrome; the 
painting is evidently old, and may even be the 
original treatment. It is certainly very suc
cessful. The houses are of a type to which we 
are accustomed in XVIII century Canada. The 
dress of the man seems to indicate a date of the 
middle of the century, the type of the design and 
moulding is of about the same date. Stone 
churches must have been very rare in Canada 
before about 1730. The palisaded houses seem 
to suggest a time when defence might sti ll be 
necessary. 

The doors have been much repaired. The 
lowest bar has been renewed, losing the original 
bottom mouldings. The top has been cut to 
the arch shape, apparently to fit the present 
doorways, and both doors have been rebacked . 
They look as if they had originally been made 
for square headed doorways, in any case t hey 
a re not part of Fleury David's design but are 
valued relics, carefull y preserved. 

There is no mention of the doors in the church 
records. They were evidently not separately 
purchased but formed part of some older scheme 
of decoration. 

The old mission chapel was decorated. Kalm 
says: "l'interieur en vaut mieux que le dehors", 
and we have accounts for sculpture work previous 
to the rebuilding of 1751. Again from 1764 to 
1772 considerable sums were paid for a " retable" , 
a " tabernacle cadre", vaulting and other works, 

whilst in 1773 H ebert the sculptor was paid 
1420 livres for some work undefined. The 
doors were presumably made for one or other of 
these schemes, but it must be remembered 
that we have no evidence of a stone sacristy 
before 1761. It seems hardly likely that 
these elaborate doors were made to enter a 
temporary wooden sacristy, and the later date is 
therefore more probable. They are unique of 
their kind in Canada; there cannot be any doubt 
that they are local work and very precious 
relics of the artistic skill and ability of the old 
Quebec artists. 

The two side altars, both tombeaux and 
tabernacles and the tombeau of the high a ltar , 
are by Louis Quevillon, and are typical Quevillon 
work. The altars are of the curved console 
type with side trusses, scrolls and garlands; in 
the centre of the high altar is the monogram of 
the Sulpicians, the lords of the manor. The 
tabernacles to the side altars have very pleasantly 
designed shaped panels filled with loose foliage 
sprays. In the centre is a group of vine and 
wheat, symbolic of the sacramental elements. 
The design is governed and controlled by the 
"applique" method of the carving. 

The tabernacle of the high altar is of a different 
character. The general design follows the cus
tomary lines. Over the tabernacle is a .central 
niche surmounted by a scroll canopy and a glory 
of rays and cherubs' heads surrounding a sym
bolic triangle. At the sides are two niches con
taining statues, on the left hand St. John with 
the eagle, on the right St. Stephen with a chalice. 
The panels on either side of the niches and in the 
centre are filled in with strapwork patterns closely 
resembling the ironwork of the eighteenth century . 
Above the niches are reliquaries in rococco 
frames. The work is of a stiffer and more 
restrained character than that of the side altars. 

In 1792 Liebert was employed to carve a 
tabernacle for the high altar and since that date 
the records contain no further reference to the 
tabernacle of t he high a lta r. Presumably it 
has not been altered since 1792. 

This tabernacle is very similar in design to 
t hat of the high altar of St. Michel de Vaudreuil. 
A few minor details are different, but the cornice 
mouldings , the strapwork infillings, the character 
of t he acanthus scroll s on the grades, as well as 
t he general design, are so similar in the two 
tabernacles as to leave no doubt t hat they are 
from the same workshop. The statue of St. 
John is identical in both tabernacles. 

The records of Vaudreuil contain no definite 
account for t heir tabernacle, but in 1792 syndics 
were appointed to make arrangements for having 
made a tabernacle, candlesticks and a ltar cover
ing, and in 1798 t he Fabrique agreed t hat there 
should be made by Maitre Liebert two taber
nacles, two altars and the candlesticks for the 
two chapels in the church. This seems con
clusive. The tabernacles of the high a ltars in 
both churches were made by Maitre Liebert at 
the same time a nd to the same design . The 
statues were part of the design and are probably 
not t he " compagnons pour le retable" purchased 
in 17731, unless indeed Liebert fitted t hem into 

' Livres de Compte I , fo. 15 . 
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his design for Sault-au-Recollet and then copied 
one of them for Vaudreuil. 

The present pulpit is that made by Vincent 
Chartrand in 1836. It is circular with a curved 
body decorated with swags and flower panels. 
The canopy is also circular and is surmounted 
by an angel. The pointed and cusped arches 
at the back show the creeping influence of the 
Gothic revival, reaching the Quebec artists in 
its most degraded form only. The design lacks 
firmness and is rather pretty in character, though 
the panels themselves are well designed in the 
tradition of Quevillon. 

THE :\1AI N ORDER OF THE CH URCH 
Fleury David, 1820-23 

The roof was reconstructed in 1813-14. It is 
a double collar roof with rafters 6 in. by 7 in., 
lower collars 10 in. by 8 in., king posts 8},1 in. 
by 6 in. and struts 5 in. by 5 in. The couples 
are at about 5 ft. 4 in. centres and are wind
braced below the ridge with cross struts. The 
members are halved and pinned with wooden 
pins, and are dressed. In design and construction 
the roof follows the tradition of the XVII century. 

As has been said, the sacristy was built in 
two stages, the first between 1761 and 1773, 
the second in 1844, and the break in the masonry 
is visible on the outside walls. The buildings 
are of a severely practical character. In the 
first sacristy is the chest of drawers made by 

Quevillon in 1789. It is a well made piece of 
furniture with a marble top and curved front. 
There are large shallow drawers in the centre for 
altar frontals, and deeper small drawers at the 
sides. The processional cross which is still in 
use seems to be that bought by M. Chambon 
in 1749 for 24 livres, and the church owns a very 
nice silver ciborium which one is tempted to 
trace to the same source. The wooden Easter 
candlestick is probably that bought in 1795; 
it is a good example of its kind . The wooden 
statue of the Madonna and Child was bought in 
18181. We do not know who made either of 

A DETAIL FROM THE " AVE VACLT 
Fleury Dctvid, 1816-i!O 

these. In the church safe is preserved the head 
of a bishop's crook mounted upon a modern 
staff. It is a plain spiral carved in wood, and 
is reported to be the crook used officially by 
the Bishop of Quebec when visiting the church . 
If_ s? it may date from the early days of the 
miSSIOn. 

The church has escaped the hand of the modern 
restorer; it is a Quebec church of the genuine 
tradition. The two carved doors, the tabernacle 
by Liebert, the altars by Quevillon, the decoration 
and carved ceiling by Fleury David and the 
pulpit by Chartrand form a continuous record 

Livres de Compte I , fo. 37 (b); Actes de Ia Fa brique I, fo. 15 (b). 



450 THE JOURNAL ROYAL ARCHITECTURAL INSTITUTE OF CANADA Dec., 1927 

of design by local artists from the mid XVIII 
to the mid XIX centuries. Even the front by 
Mr. Ostell is not altogether out of the picture. 
Such a church with such a history is one of 
which any parish may well be proud. It is 
one of the most distinguished monuments of 
the French-Canadian tradition in the Province 
of Quebec. 

DOCUMENTS 

Archives of the Fabrique prior to 1880. 
Vol. I.-Livres de Compte 1736 to 1823 bound 

up with Actes de Ia Fabrique 1787 to 
1,824 and other matters such as pew 
rents. 

Vol. II.- pt. I Actes de Ia Fabrique 1825 to 1878. 
pt. II Livres de Compte 1824 to 1878. 

A considerable number of miscellaneous docu
ments loosely inserted in the Actes de Ia Fabrique. 

The registers of births, deaths and marriages 
start on January 18, 1736. 

Acknowledgements must be made to:-
The Rev. H. Longpre, cure, and the Rev. L. 

Charron, vicaire, of Sault-au-Recollet for their 
courtesy in giving full access to the documents 
and to t he church. 

The Province of Quebec Association of Archi
tects for the U?e of the measured drawings of 
the church, made by M. Louis Parent and Mr. 
Albert Macduff, travelling scholars of the Asso
ciatio n. 

CHRO ' OLOGY 

1696- Mission moved to Sault-au-Recollet . 1st 
Church "La Nouvelle Lorette" built. 

1720-21-Mission moved to Oka. 
1749-51- Church built on new site. 
1761- Sacristy commenced . 
1764- A retable for the high a! tar. 
1765-"Tabernacle cadre" acquired. 
1772-3-Vaulting of church . 
1773- "Hebert esculteur" paid 1420 livres for 

decorative work. 
1789-West door and chest of drawers made by 

L. Quevillon. 
1791- Pulpit by Liebert. 
1792-Tabernacle for high altar by Liebert. 
1800-Banc d'oeuvre by Quevillon. 
1802-Two tabernacles (for side altars) by Que

villon. 
1806-Three altar tables for high and side altars 

by Quevillon. 
1813-14-Church re-roofed. 
1816-20-Vault by David Fleury David. 
1820-23-Retables by David. Choi r-cornices and 

nave decorated. 
1827- West door by David. 
1836-Pulpit by Vincent Chartrand . 
1850-2-Present fa<;ade by J ohn Ostell. 
1863- Belfries by Fran<;ois Dutrisac. 

If You Want a Draftsman 
Write to the Journal office. We have established 
a Department where members may make known 
their requirements and where a file is kept of 
draftsmen seeking positions. Members in any 
part of the Dominion are invited to avail them
selves of this service. 
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EUROPEAN STUDKE§ 

From PhDtographs lby JF. lBruce lBrDwn, M .Arch. 

NUMBER VII. 
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The Secretary's Page 
ALCIDE CHAUSSE 

Honorary Secretary, Royal Architectural Institute of Canada 

The twenty-first general annual meeting of the Jan. 9, 1928-General Meeting: Award of Prizes 
Royal Architectural Institute of Canada will be held and Stuclentship; Criticism by L. Sylvester 
at Ottawa, Ont., on Friday and Saturday, the 17th Sullivan (F.) on work submitted. 
and 18th February, 1928. It is expected that re- Jan. 23 , 1928-General Meeting: President's Ad-
presentatives of all provincial associations will be dress to Students. Presentation of Prizes. 
present, as this will be the first general gathering of Feb. 20. 1928-General Meeting: "Stone Preserva-
the architects of Canada which will include the tion and Decay," by Professor A. P . Laurie, 
architects from the provinces of New Brunswick, M.A ., D.Sc. , F .R.S .E. 
Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island. It is also Mar. 5, 1928-General Meeting: "Ancient Bridges," 
expected that the various Canadian Universities will by G. H. Jack, Minst .. C.E. F.S.A., (F.). 
send a representa~ive from their respective Depart- Apr. 2, 1928-General Meeting: "Modern German 
ment of Architecture. Architecture," by Dr. Hermann Muthesius 

* * * (H.C.M.). 
The Council of the Royal Institute of British Apr. 23. 1928-General Meeting: "The Work of 

Architects advises Associates who are eligible and Temple Moore," by H. S. Goodhart Rende! 
desirous of transferring to the Fellowship class are (F.). 
reminded that if they wish to take advantage of the May 21, 1928-General Meeting: "English Hospi-
election to take place on 6th February, 1928, they tal Planning," by H . Percy Adams, (F.). 
should send the necessary nomination forms to the June 18, 1928-General Meeting: Presentation of 
Secretary, R.I.B.A., as soon as possible. the Royal Gold Medal. 

The President of the Royal Institute of British * * * 
Architects has been elected- an Honorary Member An international exhibition of decorative arts, 
of the "Associazione Artistica Fra I Cultori eli building and housing (Exposition Internationale des 
Architettura," Rome, Italy. arts clecoratifs , du batiment et de !'habitation) is to 

The President and Council of the Roval Institute be held in Paris in March-April, 1928, under the 
of British Architects request the hm{our of the patronage of the Ministers of Public Instruction, 
presence of the Members of the Royal Architectural Public \Norks, Labour and the Colonies, the Presi
Institute of Canada at the Ordinary General Meet- dent of the General Council of the Seine, the Presi
ings of the R.I.B.A. during the Session 1927-28. dent of the Municipal Council of the city of Paris. 

The meetings are held on Mondays, at 8 o'clock The Exhibition is being promoted by the "Societe 
p.m., except where otherwise stated. Professionnelle des Architectes Fran<;ais" which 
Dec. 19, 1927-General Meeting: "Some Medical organized a similar exhibition at Nice in February

Aspects of Damp in Dwellings," by Dr. March, 1927. Applications for admission must be 
Reginald Miller, F.R.C.P., in conjunction made to the Director-General of the Exhibition, at 
with J. Ernest Franck (F.). Nos. 2 and 4. rue Lefebvre, Paris (1Se). 

Activities of Provincial Associations 

The Architectural Knstitute of British Columlbia 
SecrefG1')', E. W. Turnquist, 307 Shelly Bldg., Vancouver, B.C. 

The Annual :Meeting of the Architectural Institute 
of British Columbia was held on Wednesday, De
cember 7th, at the Georgia Hotel, Vancouver, B.C. 
A full report of thi s meeting will be published in 
the January issue of the Journal. 

The Institute has appointed a Special Committee 
to take up with the Vancouver City Council the 
question of forming an Art Commission. A report 
of the first meeting of this Special Committee ap
pears in this issue. 

The Ontario Assodation of Architects 
Secrcim"Jl, R. B. ·wolsey, 96 King St. West, Toronto. 

New members of the Ontario Association of Jocelyn Davidson, B.A.Sc. (Toronto) of 1153 Bay 
Architects elected at the last meeting of the Council Street, Toronto. 
were: A collection of photographs of the past presidents 
D. D. Calvin, B.A. ( Queen's) of the firm of Shep- of the Association is being made by the Secretary. 

arc! & Cah·in . 36 Toronto Street. Toronto. . He has already secured eleven of them , including 
Harland Steele, B.Arch. ( Toronto) of the firm of the late Vl . G. Storm, President in 1890, S. G. 

Forsey Page & Steele, 57 Queen Street west, Curry 1892, the late D. B. Dick 1893, H . B. Gordon 
Toronto. 1896, the late John G. Belcher 1899, W. G. Symons 

Wilfred F. Smith, Midland. 1903, the late John Gemmell 1904. George W. 
F. Bruce Brown. M.Arch . (Toronto) of the firm of Gouinlock 1909. Colborne P. Meredith 1912, the 

J. Francis Brown & Son, 2 Bloor Street east, late C. H. Acton Bond. the War years, and Stanley 
Toronto. Fryer 1923. Nearly all the others have promised to 
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NOTES 

Henry Sproatt, LL.D., F.R.I.B.A., R.C.A., was 
re-elected president of the Royal Canadian Academy 
at a meeting of the Academy held in Montreal on 
Friday, November 25th, 1927. 

* * * 
Messrs. Pennington & Doyde, Architects, of \Vind

sor, Ontario, announce the removal of their offices 
from the Bartlett Bui lding to 1002 Security Build
ing, Windsor, Ontario. 

* * * 
Mr. J. Dalbe Viau , of the firm of Viau & Venne, 

Architects, of Montreal, has been re-elected for a 
second term as Mayor of the City of Lachine, Que. 

* * * 
Mr. J. 0. Marchand, the President of the Prov

ince of Quebec Association of Architects, has been 
appointed consulting City Architect, under the de
partment of Public ·works. The advisory architect 
wi ll enter upon his duties at once and as plans for 
all civic edifices are prepared by the civil staff of 
architects, he will inspect them and advise on any 
changes which should be made. 

* * * 
The University Architectural Club of Toronto 

elected as its Honorary President , Mr. Vv. L. Som
erville, President of the O.A.A., who addressed the 
members at their dinner on October 27th, 1927. 
There are 14 students in the Freshman vear. Four 
young ladies are students in the Architectural De
partment. 

For all 
Electrical 

Installations 

Manufactured by 

Quebec's first Protestant Church, "The Chapel of 
the Cuthberts" of Berthiet·-en-haut, between Mont
real and Three Rivers will be preserved by the 
Historic "!',;Ionuments Commission of Quebec. 

* * * 
Charles Z. Klauder, Architect, of Philadelphia, 

was awarded the Premio de Honor and Diploma 
for his Tower of Learning at Pittsburg, Pa., at the 
recent Exhibition of the Pan-American Congress in 
Buenos Aires. 

* * * 
A suggestion has been made by Mr. J. W . Beatty 

of Toronto that the Border Cities along the Detroit 
River should get together and develop the natural 
beauty of the Canadian shore. Mr. Beatty expressed 
the view that Detroit had lost its opportunity, but 
that the Border Cities could develop their River 
Front at a comparatively small cost. 

* * * 
For the second time since its founding in 1769, 

the Royal Academy has opened its ranks to a woman 
by electing Mrs. Laura Knight, A.R.W.S., R.W.A., 
as an Associate Member. 

Mrs. Laura Knight exhibited at the recent Cana
dian National Exhibition and one of her pictures 
"Tights and Tarlatan" was purchased by the Direc
tors of the Exhibition for their permanent collection. 

(Concluded on page xxviii) . 

Made in Canada 
Conduit 

For 
Electrical Wiring 

National Conduit Co., Limited 
Toronto 

Manitoba Agent: T. W. MacKay, 913 Royal Bank Bldg., Winnipeg. 
British Columbia Agent: John A. Conkey, Yorkshire Building, Vancouver. 
Alberta and Sask. Agent: H. E. Canham, 2509 Wallace St., Regina. 
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Ferranti Transformers 
T HE essentials of good transformer design 

are low core loss, low exciting current, 
sturdiness, compact and light construction, 
permanent insulation and liberal overload 
capacity. 
To these points, Ferranti engineers paid special atten
tion in the construction of Ferranti Transformers. 
Consequently, Ferranti Transformers have long 
been a source of satisfaction to engineers who have 
installed them. 

Through its system of branches, the Northern Electric 
Company is equipped to supply and deliver quickly 
to any part of Canada transformers to meet all re
quirements. 

Northern Electric specialists at the nearby branch will gladly give 
you more information about Ferranti Transformers, rendering 
service a nd making recommendations without cost . 

Northern Electric 
COMPA.N'V LIMITE:C 

MONTREAL OTTAWA LONDON REGINA 
HALIFAX TORONTO WI NDSOR CALGARY 
QuEBEC HAMILTON \~I INNIPEG VANCOUVER 

xxvu 
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TRUSCO~ O.T. (OPEN TRUSS) 
JOIST 

Wide, solid one-piece 
m embers for both top 
and bottom chord. Con· 
tinuous open web , sub
stantial bearin g and 
rigid end constru ction. 

FOR FIREPROOF 
FLOOR CONSTRUCTION 

T4RUSCON 
STEEL JOISTS 
FOR all light occur::ancy buildings 

Truscon Steel Joists in 0 . T. 
(Open Truss) and P. G. (Plate 
Girder) Types provide the most 
modern, firesafe, rigid and soundproof 
floor construction. They permit 
rapid construction in the coldest 
weather because several floors c<::n be 
constructed at once. They eliminate 
form work and do not depend on the 
setting of concrete. The) oists them
selves are self sustaining and form 
working platforms for other trades. 

Complete information sent on 
request. 

Write for complete details. 

TRUSSED CONCRETE STEEL CO. 
of Canada, Limited Walkerville, Ont. 

Branch Offices in Montreal, Toronto, 
Winnipeg, Calgar y and Vancouver. 

TRUSCON P.G. (PLATE GIRDER) 
JOIST 

An improved design. 
Combines greatest rig· 
idity and strength with 
economy of steel and 
light weight. 

Notes-Continued 
The work of beautifying Ottawa is now proceed

ing . The Public \ iV arks Department is calling for 
tenders for the remo\·al of buildings now occupying 
the site of "Confederation Park." It is expected 
that these buildings will be removed before winter 
sets in, and that the new park wi ll be completed by 
the summer of 1928. It will form a very pretty 
spot right in the heart of the city. 

* * * 
Official announcement has been made by OI1tario 

brick manufacturers that after October 1st , 1927, 
only the following sizes of brick will be manufac
tured : 

Pressed Brick ....... ... 8" x 2% " x 3Ji" 
Rough Textured, and reel and grey stock 
brick . ... ...... 8" x 2 ,Y-i " x 3%" to 3f1l" 

* * * 
T he Canadian Engineering Standards Association 

has recently published an electric code fo r Canadian 
use, giving the essential requi rements and minimum 
standards for electric installation in, on. or over 
buildings using poentials of from 0 to 5000 volts. 

* * * 
Cecil M. Fit·th, Excavator in the Egyptian Depart

ment of A ntiquities who is working in the great 
Cemetery at Sakkara has discovered the entrance 
to a remarkable passage descending into the earth 
and a wide stai rcase cut out of solid rock and wofed 
with huge blocks. It is believed that this passage 
will lead to a sepulchral chamber which may turn 
out to be the final burial place of King Zoser the 
builder of the stepped pyramid which was intended 
to be his tomb. 

* * * 
Professor J. B. Helme of the Department of 

Architecture, Pennsylvania State College, a gradu
ate of the Department of Architecture o.f the 
U niversity of Toronto and formerly holder of the 
Ontario Government Travelling Scholarship on 
Town Planning, has been awarded the Jean-Paul 
A laux Prize of the Fontainebleau School of F ine 
Arts for the year 1927. Mr. Helme was one of 
about sixty architects who attended this school 
during the past summer. 

* * * 
According to the "Architects J ournal" of N ovem

ber 2nd, considerable interest has been created in 
London, · E ngland, in an experiment that is being 
tri ed out on the top of Adelaide House. An eigh
teen-hole putting-green and a garden have been 
planted on top of the fiat roof. Although many 
expert gardeners declared that it was impossible for 
turf or plants to surviYe on top of this building, it 
is interesting to learn that not only has the garden 
survived, but it has produced such flowers as dahlias, 
gladioli and roses . Even cherries and pears have 
grown there this year and as a result manv more 
fruit trees have been planted. 
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OBlil'UARY 

,\. E. H E:\'DERSO N 

The death of Alexander E rnest Henderson re
moves from Vancouver one who has been intimately 
associated with the development o f the large towns 
in the Province of British Columbia. 

Born in Orangeville. O ntario , the son of the late 
Canon Henderson, Mr. Henderson was educated at 
Trinity College School. Port Hope- later taking u p 
his study of architecture in Toronto. 

His first contact with British Columbia was in 
New Westminster in partnership with the late G. Vv. 
Grant. Af ter a few years the firm removed to 
Vancou ver. 

::\lr. Henderson was a member of the Roval A rchi
tectural Institute of Canada, a Charter 1Yfember of 
the old British Columbia Architectural Association 
and its successor the British Columbia Architectural 
Institute and was one of the first in the profess ion 
to Register under the British Columbia A rchitects 
Act. 

Partner Wanted 
We have received a request 

from an architect located 
in one of the large cities in 
Ontario asking for an archi
tectural draftsman with a 
thorough knowledge of 
hospital, school and church 
work, If services are sat
isfactory a partnership ar
rangement will be entered 
into. Anyone that is inter
ested will please write to 
The Journal office, stating 
age, experience and salary 
required. 

Books Reviewed 

Publishers' Note- We wish <to remind our r eade r s that 
any books r eviewed in these column s, as well as any 
of the Arch it ectural books published can be secur ed 
through the ] ournal of th e R.A.I.C. , at the published 
price, carriage an d cu~toms duties prepaid. 

MANHATTAN THE MAGICAL ISLAND. By Ben 
] udah Lubsc hez. Published by the Press of the Am
erican I nstitute of Archi tects, New York City. Price, 
Regular editio n $15.00; D e Luxe edition $30.00. 

(See Plate Illustration , page 433). 

We a r e quite accustomed to seeing beautiful examples 
of typography in ?Ome of the architectural books that 
are issued from time to t ime, but we ca nn ot refrain 
from making point ed r eference to the a rtistic way in 
which this book has bee n handled. The contents, of 
course, assist t o a considerable degree in making th e 
volume one worthy of any library. The car eful and 
aPt ist ic handling of the book has probably h ad its effect 
on it s practicability for refer ence purposes. The notes 
o n t he pictures which, incidentally constitute the whol e 

(Continued on Page xxx) 

Laughs 

at the Elements 

CALIFORNIA REDWOOD is 
rapidly ousting all other woods in 

building structures that will be sub
jected to rough usage. 

Uncovered Stadium Seats for example; 
unpainted, suffering the scuffle of .a 
million feet, burned with cigarette 
butts, soaked with rain, dried with 
scorching sun, caked in ice all winter 
. . . Redwood laughs at punishment ... 
laughs at the elements. Because of a 
Natural Preservative Red wood never 
rots, shrinks, swells, warps, and because 
of unmatched durability it still gives 
service many years after other woods 
have rotted away. 

You can find a thousand and one uses 
for such a wood. 

Write for comtlete information. 

L. S. ROLLAND 
Canadian Representative 

CASTLE BUILDING MONTREAL 

XXIX 
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Books Reviewed (Continued) 

of the text with the exception of the preface and pre
lude, are separate from the pictures, which makes it 
difficult to enjoy to the fulle st exte nt the author's com
ment on each picture as it appears before us. Howeve r, 
as we said before, the artistic ensemble may have in 
flu enced the decision to treat the pictures in this man
ner . The artistry of the author is eas ily recogn ized in 
the choice of the subjects illustrated, and the composi
tions of the pictures. They illustrate in no uncertain 
way the vagaries of the New York skyline. The author 
in his pictorial pr esentation takes us with him on a mo st 
delightful and interesting trip through the city of New 
York. We start <lit the Battery with the views of the 
H arbour , travelling through lower Broadway with its 
billion dollar skyline , through the congested East Side, 
up through the Quaint Greenwich village, across Times 
Square with its palaces of amusement until we reach 
\iV ashington Heights. 

No city other than New York can boast of so many 
"skyscrapers", the scene is eve r changing, new build
ings taking the place of old and exceeding by many 
stories the buildings bui lt , comparatively speaking, only 
a few years ago. Many of these buildings are modern 
ziggurats, or in other words, buildings with set-back 
fronts which as the author says in his preface, are con
verting New York into a city of tall stepped pyramids. 
The volume contains 107 plates and we commend it to 
any architect as a colourful presentation of one of the 
mo st interesting of all cities-New York. -I.M. 

MODELS OF BUILDINGS-HOW TO MAKE AND 
USE THEM. By William Harvey. Published by the 
Architectural Press , London, England. Price $2.00. 
The art of Model Making as shown by Mr. Harvey 

in his little book explains the technique of this art as 

practiced by him. There is a great deal of useful in 
formation on Model Making which should prove valu
able. It is well known in the profession that architects 
have difficulty in familiarizing their clients with the 
plans and elevations of a contemplated building. To 
many the reading of an architect's plans is about a s 
simple as one of the classics printed in Greek. Consider 
how much time would be saved if th e architect were 
able to present a model of the proposed building, and 
how readily the client would visualize th e whole scheme . 
In the practice of architecture, one often experiences 
a lot of trouble with clients who, after the building is 
under construction, approach the architect with an 
annoyed look on their faces as if to say: "This is not 
w hat I expected, and th erefore I must have it altered". 
The result of ·this is additional cost to the building and 
much more work for the architect for which he would 
r eceive no remuneration. The writer remembers well 
seeing some very fine models at the Architects' Exhibi
tion held in Toronto early in the year, and particularly 
noticed that they seemed to be the attraction of the 
Show. In most instances the public would pass the 
Architec-t 's drawings which were exhibited, giving only 
scant consideration to what they represented, while a 
considerable time was spent by them in examining in 
detail the models of buildings and their surroundings. 
After all, models portray the truth of the subject far 
better than anything else. It also enables the architect 
to more easily secure the co-relation and co-ordination 
oi th e design so necessary in a well propor:tioned build
ing. In our opinion model making should be a necessary 
part of an architect 's training and should be included 
in the a rchitectural courses at our universities. 

The book is well illustrated with different methods of 
making models and Mr. Harvey has endeavoured to 
show th e simplest means by which they can be made. 
Th e book is 5',4" x 7%" in size and contains 140 pages. 

-I.M. 
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