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THE UNIVERSITY AND THE MODERN WORLD. By Arnold S. Nash. 
Macmillan; New York, 1944. 

Ranging all the way from William Temple to Adolph Hitler and 
roaming far and wide bet.ween, Arnold Nash offers a diagnosis dr the 
ills of tbo modern world and ?f t~e li,~eral democratic university. 
He also offet·s a cure. The umverstty refuses to be a · university" 
inasmuch o.s it does not teach, neither has it discovered, "a unified 
conception of life". Governing bodies are more concerned wit,h the 
degrees of instructors than witl1 pe.rsonal and professional q ualifica
tions. Most students stand on the sidelines of the fields of thought 
and action. · 

The source of this trouble is liberalism, resulting from the apothe
osis of science in the university and in the modern worlti. Science has 
become the atmosphere surrounding the life of t,lle modern man. 
Through assumptions whic:lt he takes for granted as truth, he obtains 
a falsely coloured view of life. He accepts the "dogmas" of science 
unquestioningly, and thinks that science is presupposition-less, that 
it is entirely separate from philosophy, that reason is a neutral arbiter 
between contending opinions. Meta.physics, theology, ethics and 
poetry have been dismissed "as being senseless attempts to systematize 
what are nothing more than 'the exclama,tory indications of volitional 
attitudes'." This atmosphere has become devitalized, both because 
of developments within science itself and because of those within the · 
economic and politica.l world structure. "After four centuries of intel
lectual endeavor, the modern man finds that he has exchanged the 
intellectual idolatry of scbolasticism for the intellectual polytheism 
of s9ienti.fic positivism." This attempt to live by science apart from 
philosophy cren.ted the situation in which Hitler could win to his side 
the universiLy students and younger professors of Germany. 

Distinguishing between Nazism and Communism, the aut110r 
examines them both and their respective attempts to re-create educa
tion. 'rhe Nazis were right in urging that knowledge is not presup
position-less; they were wrong in thinking that its presuppositions 
are dependent on the mind of a Hitler. Knowledge doos serve some 
purpose beyond it.self, but the purpose is not a self-appointed destiny 
of a.ny race or nation. Knowledge is "conditioned", but there is no 
such thing us "German physics". Knowledge is a. unity, but not "a 
new Scholasticism which puts the whole of knowledge into a totalitarian 
strait-jacket". The Communist theory is equally totalitarian. 
As Lenin put it, " ... the whole educational system . .. must be 
animated by the spirit of the proletarian class struggle for tho realiza
tion of the aims of its dictat.orship ... " Marxism resembles Nazism 
in maintaining that "knowledge must serve a social purpose and 
knowledge is socially conditioned"; it believes with liberalism "in 
the possibility of the uni.versalization of knowledge through the 
development of science". Both types of totalitarian education are 
rejected by the author. 

What is needed, ho says, is a new frame of reference. Knowledge 
must be understood in terms of social origin. A fresh source of wisdom 
is essential, and this is to be found in a "re-interpretation of the Judaic-
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Christian tradition which, having outlasted the fall of many civiliza.
tions, has therefore a source beyond any one of them". A Christian 
student a!ld a student who is a Chris tian are not one and the same. 
The Christian university teacher must accept respons ibility for work
ing out "a new Christian map of knowledge". Specialists in the sciences 
and other fields can unite with theologians in relating their conclusions 
to a theological und erstanding of human destiny. A deterring influence 
bas been the· mistaken assumption that religion is "merely one subject 
among others in the curriculum". "Relig ion in schools," M. P. J acks 
is quoted as saying, "may be said in a sense to be the only subject, 
for it enters into all, and without interference acts as a co-ordinating 
and co_rl'(Jlating force, giving them their significance in the scheme of 
things entire." It is necessary to create "a Christi:i.n speculum mentis 
which on the one hand avoids the Charybdis of the liboral conception 
cf the complete autonomy of each aC:\demic subject and, on the other, 
the Scylla of totalitarian scholasticism in which facts have to be 
twisted into a <logmn.tic framework." Four projects for the Christian 
scholru- o.ncl teacher are enumerated: (1) To discover answers to the 
questions, "H ow can we as individuals serve God in the university?" 
and "How can the liberal democratic university itself be a witness to 
the glory cf God?" (2) T o discover the meaning of Christin.n vocation 
for the scientist or other scholar. (3) "To apply Christian criteria in 
working out the presuppositions which are relevant to the study of 
individual academic subjects, and to discover a pince in a Christin,n 
speculum menlis for the knowledge given in such specializecl subjects." 
(4) "1'o work towards an intellectual synthesis for this cent.ury wbich 
as an interpretation of human life and destiny can be set over against 
the positivi.Stic, the Marxist, the liberal hu manitarian Wellanschau
u ngen now current in the liberal democratic world." 

Ono hopes that when this author writes u,gain, he will do so in 
less cumbersome style. His digressions in the form of story or personal 
reference are irritating rather than helpful. (Of what interest or 
significance is it that Mr. Nash has been thinking in his sleep? page 
xvii). Page 108 is marred by a grammatical error which a sim pier 
style would have made unlikely. Thora is a fine bibliography, which 
is well annotated. While tho last chapter will doubtless be regarded 
as the weakest, his earlier chapters of diagnosis provide a challenge 
that must be faced. Educn.tion.ists and all university people, includ
ing governors and members of the science departments (even if some 
of the latter would have to enquire of the department of philosophy 
as to the meaning of some of the terms used) , should read this essay. 

G. RooEns 

UNITED STATES FOREIGN P OLI CY: SlllELD OF THE R EPUBLIC. By 
Walter Lippman. McClelland & Stewa.rt, 1943. Pp. xvii, 
177. $2.00. 

In this book, Mr. Lippman with his usual clarity and conciseness 
urges his countrymen to awaken to the realities of power politics. 

His argument is that, unaware that their happy position in the 
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nineteenth century rested on a ta.cit allia.nce with Britain from the time 
of the Momoe Doctrine, Americans thought they could safely venture 
into the Pacific on their own. Beguiled by ''mirag-es .. of peace, dis
armament, no entangling alliances, and collective security, they have 
made commitments in the twentieth century without regard to their 
power, and Jrn.ve consequently found themselves in one false posit ion 
after :i.nothcr. While pointing tbis out, he continually ca.Us attent ion 
to the principles of power politics, and makes it plain that to ma.in Lain 
its present position the United St.ates must have ::i.llies. He con
veniently picks out Britain as a partner io the Atlantic, and Russia 
and China in the Pacific. In the end the reader is left with a picture 
of a mighty American Colossus best.riding both oceans and holding 
hands not only with the three great powers alre:i.dy mentioned but 
also with the cou ntries of Western Europe, t.he British Dominions 
and colonies, :i.ud all the members or the Pan-American Union. 

This, too, is surely a mirage. It may be in "the true Americ::i.n 
n::i.t.ional interest", but alliances of this naLurc can be formed only 
on the basis of mutual interest. Although Mr. Lippman says that 
en.ch ·nation will be a. sovereign state-an internn.tion::i.l sovereignty 
or any kind of a super-state he would doubtless reject as an idea listic 
concept-he is apparently not greatly concerned with the possibility 
of conflictiug national interests. Yet he gives no good reason why 
the alliance of the Big Fou.r, on which he bases his hopes for peace, 
shoul<l be moro lasting than the "Holy Alli:i.nce" or any other concert 
of self-seeking nations that the world has kttown in the pa.st. 

Mr. Lippman may not see the inherent dangers in suoh an 1.1.lli:mce, 
because he is apparently blind to the importance of economic factors 
in international affairs. 

J. s. MAR'.I'ELL 

T:t:ACRER JN AMERICA. By !acques Barzuo. Little, Brown and 
Company. 194.5. 

This is a cb::i.llenging book. Mr. Barzun writes ::i.gainst a back
grou11d of long and varied experience. He t::i.ught his first class at the 
age of nine, when there was a dearth of teachers in Fm.nee; he t::i.ught. 
successfully during bis college years in the United States, and he has 
taught successfully ever since. His diction is American, and his 
mind Gallic. . 

Teacher in America develops no thesis; it is, rather, a. series of 
essays which give a running and keenly critical commentary on the 
sta.tc of education in American universities, and possibly in Canadian. 
Mr. Banun obviously loves his profession, bu t he writes about it with 
a strong settse of humor and a lively wit that seldom deteriorates into 
flippancy . His criticism, which is constructive, he exemplifies with 
choice incidents and pungent comment tba.t evoke at times not merely 
chuckles bu~ laughter. Evidently Leacock and he were kindred spirits, 
and in his slim bibliography he includes the former's discerning critique 
of higher education, Oxford as I -See It. 

Mr. Barzun flings down the gauntlet in his early pa,ges. "Inside 
the academic precincts," he says, "plans, curriculums, and met.hods 
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whirl by with newsreel speed ... From a distance the academic 
grove looks remarkably like Chaos and Old Night . .. The setup 
(no other word will better express my contempt) takes the room and 
time and energy which should be legitimately used to teach somebody 
something teachable-English or History, Greek or Chemistry." 
After this start, he branches off to treat of differeu t phases of bis 
subject, such as: "'l'he Classics on the SbeU", "The Ivory Lab", "The 
Ph.D. Octopus", "Your I.Q. or Your Life". 

As a sample of the practical ideas offered, take this one: "In a real 
subject there must be order, progression, increasing complexity, new 
principles at every step. This in turn is true because the human mind 
is built on dramatic lines. It wants plot, climax, denouement ... 
'The lecture room is the place where drama may properly become 
theatre ... Plenty of facts can be conveyed, too-the more highly 
orgaajzed the better; but in the hands of a great lecturer it is feelings 
and principles that illuminate Lhe soul as does a perfect play or 
concert." 

Finally, a casual collection of epigrams and aphorisms will illus
trate how neatly Mr. Barzun can express much wisdom in few 
words: " Ideally a teacher should speak with the tongue of au angel 
and look like one'' (Page 44). "Preference lor quality and truth 
is the chief mark of the genuinely educated man" (49). " Their 
failure comes from an inattention to mea.filug-their own and that 
of tho words they use" (51). "AU serious reading should be done 
pencil in hand, with a book whose ownership allows of its being marked 
11p" (67) . "Words are not clothing for an idea, they are its incarna
tion" (136). "An anthology of snippets taken from English or 
American literature is familiar to all" (1'55). "Culture requires 
cultivation" (159). "Peace may mean only routine and suspended 
anima-tion of t-he soul; trouble may express in teller.tual vitality and 
positive accomplishments" (187). "To sum up, there should be in 
college only one sort of student- quite obviously, the college 
student" (258). 

SISTER M A URA 

FORGES oF F REEDOM. By Franklin Davey McDowell. The Mac
mman Company of Canada. Pp. 542. Prico $3.50. 

Mr. McDowell's new historical novel, · Forges o} Freedom, is 
a tale of ala.rums and excursions after the manner of Scott and Steven
son. But it is more than just a.n exciting story, for the author dedicates 
his book to "the inherent Spirit of Freedom which is the heritage of 
the Anglo-Saxon peoples", and makes it a tribute to that Spirit, whether 
it appear in the fourteenth century or in the twentieth. 'l'he scene 
is laid in England at the time of the abortive rebellion in 1381 of 
Jack Straw, J ohn Ball and Watt the Tyler. The course of the rebellion 
is traced through its beginnings, its treMherous overthrow and the 
tragic aftermath, chiefl.y in its effect on the two great Anglo-Norm:m 
families, the de Roses and the de Redew:i.res. Against this sombre 
background st1md the heroic figures of Sir John de Redeware; the bitter 
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and angry William Langland, whose Piers the Plowman furnished an 
ideal and a symbol for the rebels; Ralph Littlefriar, the fanatic and 
unscrupulous leader of revolt; the Branwyk family, merchants grown 
from humble beginnings to wealth and posit.ion; Darric Bon.rson, the 
gallant outlaw; and a host of other characters noble or despicable 
(of whom a six-page list appears in the front of the book). In London 
appear briefly tho youthful Richard II and Geoffrey Chaucer, "a big 
figure in the official life of London and the court poet". The battle
cry of the Grand Company, the organization behind the Peasants' 
Rebellion, was "Equal Liberty, Equal Ra.nk, Equal Power", a concise 
expression of the democratic insistence upon the importance of the 
individual. Arrayed against this ideal were tho arms and wealth of 
John of Gaunt and his "Grossers". An ideal is often impotent against 
armed might, so the revolt was crushed and seven thousand peasants 
were banged. Yet the ideals were not crushed . In the words of one 
of the characters: 

No oppressor can keep down such a. people. He may slay thorn, but 
he ca.nnot kill their spirit ... That cry of "Equal Liberty, Equal Ra.nk, 
Equal Power" will not fade as a dream. It will become the salvation of the 
English people. 

England was not ready for a socialistic reformation. Rather 
her salvation lay in a benevolent aristocracy, to which a man might 
rise by his own merits. Mr. McDowell's purpose is by taking tho 
reader back five centuries to show him that the growth of freedom 
has been slow, its course difficult. His book is more than a story: 
it is a lesson to people of the present who may forget to cherish liberty. 
The author shows with :firmness and clarity that Liberty a.nd freedom 
aro the same wherever they occur, yet he <ioes not forget the fact 
that, in the type of book he is writing, skilful character delineation 
and careful development of plot a.re essential. 

DAVID COLDWELL 

THE UNITED NATIONS: To-DAY AND TOMORROW. Edited by Violet 
Anderson. Ryerson Press, Toronto, 1943. Pp. 166, paper 

Anyone who wants a brief tour of many of the world's pressing 
problems, conducted for the most part by competent guides, will get 
it in this volume of lectures and reports of round table discussions at 
the Canadian Institute on Public Affairs. There are special talks 
on the Far East, India, Russia, the Near East, and France, and sum
maries of various views regarding the difficulties of world organiza
tion, European rehabilitation, and Anglo-American relations. Of 
particular interest now is Graham Spry's first-hand account of the 
Cripps mission to India in 1942. It is packed with pertinent informa
tion, some of which is not generally known. For instance, it is rather 
astonishing to learn that British commercial and industrial investment 
in India was less than British capital in Brazil or the Argentine. In 
another outstanding contribution, W. R.. Taylor throws light on the 
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history of the Near East, especially since 1918, in which for one thing 
the reader catches a glimpse of the background of the current dispute 
in Syria. Opinions will differ over Lionel Gelber's outright attack on 
E . H. Carr, Dorothy Thompson and Howard K. Smith; but after he 
imputes weakness to the historical insight of such an authority as 
E. H. Carr, one does not expect him to display such a limited view 
of history himself. 

J. s. MART.ELL 

SONG OuT OF SORROW. A Biographical Play on Francis Thompson. 
· By Felix Doherty. The Ryerson Press. Pp. 95. Price $2.75. 

Mr. Doherty's play is a dramatization of scenes from the life of 
Francis Thompson. The author sees in Thompson's period of struggle 
against poverty aud the effects of laudanum the foundation of the song 
of the last years of his life. The poet is pictured as F lossie, a young 
London prostitute, rescues him from starvation in the gutters and 
takes him to the fiat she shares with Bill, a drunken sot and her 
common-law husband. Bill and Flossie become symbols, as it were, 
of the poet's weaker and stronger selves, the one urging him to ever
increasing doses of the drug, the other exercising a restra,ining influence 
and trying ' to help him to recover his self-respect. It is probably 
Flossie's conviction that Thompson is a poetic genius that enables 
him to endure the hopeless anxiety of waiting for word from his poems 
submitted for publication. On the one hand stand BiU and slavery; 
on the other, Flossie and poetry and freedom. These scenes a.re dra.wn 
with considerable strength of portrayal and subtlety of idea. The 
promise of the first scenes, however, is not fulfilled by the last sce11e. 
Wilfrid Meyncll enters as a breezy deus ex machina, a cross between 
fortune knocking twice at Thompson's door and a stern sign-post 
pointing the way to virtuous living. Flossie and B ill are hastily 
disposed of, and the play is brough t to a swift denouement leaving 
Thompson in the hands of Meynell, as a ray of sunshine breaks through 
the clouds, a suggestion of the serenity of the reformed life. While 
the rapid tying up of loose ends and the sudden shift of Thompson's 
character in Act III may not be quite plausible, the play on the whole 
is a penetrating study of the deadening effect of poverty and sickness 
on the poetic mind. But Thompson's clay is hardened in the fire 
of misfor tune, and the dramatist's thesis is that the song out of sorrow 
is the sweeter for the sorrow endured. 

DA YID COLDWELL 

CANADA AND THE WORLD TOMORROW. Edited by Violet Anderson. 
Ryerson Press, Toronto, 1944. Pp. 159, paper. $1.25. 

This is a volume of addresses on international and Canadian 
affairs given at the Canadian Institute on Public Affairs at Couch
iching in the summer of 1944. The· topics are all of current interest, 
but three of the talks deserve particular mention. Proposals for Health 
Insurance dealt with by Dr. George Davidson is not only most infor-
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mative, but in view of his present position as Deputy Minister of 
Welfare at Ottawa it may well have a practical significance for most 
Canadians. Senator T. D. Bouchard discusses the social changes in 
Quebec in a forthright manner that commands attention and admira
tion. Violet Anderson's summary of the Round Table discussion on 
the problem of the relations between "Canadians and Canadiens" 
completes the book which. like its predecessors, is a valuable con
tribution to the cause of adult education in Canada. As an aid to 
study groups, each address or report is followed by questions and 
suggestions for further r eading. 

J . s. MARTELL 

CANADIAN A 

A CANADIAN PEOPLE. By Lorne Pierce. Ryerson Press. Pp. 84. 
$1.00. 

THE PtcTURE GALLEnY OF CANADIAN H1sTORY. Vol. II. By C. W. 
J efferys. Ryerson Press. Pp. 271. $2.00. 

OVERTURE. By F. R. Scott. Ryerson Press. Pp. 79. S2.00. 
PHANTOM Fua T an:ns. By Charles Clay. Ryerson Press. Pp. 

247. $3.00. 

IN THE Vu.LAGE OF VIGER. By D uncan Campbell Scott. Ryerson 
Press. Pp. 114. $2.50. 

For twenty-five years Dr. Lorne Pierce has, as author and editor, 
fought the good fight for Ca.nadian racial understanding and unity. 
In A Canadian People he has brought together a half dozen essays on 
Canada and her problems. The author feels that too many of our 
intellectuals were saboteurs in the period between the wars, being 
content l-0 ape American and European cynicism instead of seeking 
to uphold fundamental values in a world drifting towards chaos. 
Dr. Pierce estimates the qualities that Canada. has t-0 make her a great 
nation, and also ma.kes a strong plea for appreciation of Canadian art 
and literature . In the essays that deal more directly with relations 
bet.ween French- and Anglo-Canadians, he would lay t.he blame, 
rightly perhaps, on the extremists and fanatics on both sides of the 
Ottawa. There is good sound sense in this collection of essays; all 
of us would be ~ett~r Canadians if we read it thoughtfully. 

Mr. Jefferys is continuing his good work of rendering Canadian 
history pictorially. He has brought. all sources into play: paintings. 
photographs, museum pieces, and his own pictures. The result is a 
fascinating book that defies adequate reviewing. Teachers and parents 
should find the volume, like its predecessor, invaluable with children, 
and the ordinary reader will want to turn again and again t-0 a. book 
that makes the past live vividly for him . 



262 THE DALHOUSIE REVIEW 

It would be a pity if political leanings should make anyone refuse 
to read Professor Scott's volume of poems. True, a large number of 
them might be wnmched inw C.C.F. pruµaganda, but surely any 
humane reader should thrill to the passionate plea for social justice 
that runs through most of these poems. After reading a piece like 
"Summer Camp", no one can think that he has done his best for 
social justice by giving a donation to a charitable organization. Prof. 
Scott's mood varies from restrained irony to passionate denunciation 
and witty, mordant mockery. At times, in his desire to approach 
the idiom and movement of ordinary speech, the poet may fall into 
prose that is divided into irregular lines, but, on the whole, the poems 
have good rhythm and music. The nature poems have th~ quality of 
fine etchings; never is there a word too much, and Prof. Scott leaves 
the reader to fill in the scene and to recreate the emotion himself. 'fhis 
volume should have a wide public, for we need such a challenge to our 
complacency and spiritual blindness. 

Mr. Charles Clay's Fur Trade Apprentice was reviewed in these 
pages two years ago. Now he has written another fine juvenile 
book, Phantom Fur Thieves. The scene is Northern Manitoba; the 
time, the present. The story is of the adventures of an old trapper 
and the young son of the local storekeeper; to give unity to the episodes, 
they are to discover who stole a. sleigh load of furs in transit to Lake 
Winnipeg. Any boy or girl in the early 'teens should find this book 
thrilling, and will incidentally learn much wood lore. The book 
should be in every school library. 

In 1896, a daring publishing house in Boston brought out a collec
tion of short stories, In the Village of Viger, by a young Canadian 
writer, Duncan Campbell Scott. We do not know how tbe slim volume 
sold, but there was no reprinting until this year, when the Ryerson 
Press brought out the present edition. These stories of a Quebec that 
is rapidly passing away under the onslaughts of industrialism still 
read well. There is faul tless choice of language, the quiet use of sus
pense in telling a story, and above all the insight into, and sympathy 
with, the common French-Canadian; as one re-reads these tales, one 
&ees how much of a piece are Dr. Scott's poetry and prose. Collectors 
may prefer the 1896 edition; frankly, we prefer to own the new edition, 
for it has the additional charm of illustrations in black and white by 
Mr. Thoreau MacDonald. This edition should have a very enthusi
astic reception. 

B.M.· 
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