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We have learned to expect that the prefatory note by which a new 
book of this kind is introduced will assign as the ground for its publi
cation some long felt need or some imperious popular demand. Mr. 
John Buchan, who has collected these essays and speeches by Lord 
Rosebery, tells us that the author was reluctant to issue In a complete 
set what had previously appeared in isolated and ephemeral form, but 
that he at length yielded to the importunity of his friends. The 
reader will probably agree that such friends had good reason for pressing 
their request, and that if the general public did not second it this was 
because they were unaware of the value of the work they were missing. 

The material pre'3ented is very various, and the composition be
longs to widely separated dates in Lord Rosebery's career. We have 
literary appreciations of great writers and critical estimates of great 
statesmen, studies of Scotland and of Scottish character, impressive 
patriotic appeals and ceremonial speeches for public occasions. The 
book is made all the more typical of its author by the inclusion of 
two playful talks on "Epsom" and "The Turf," addressed to little 
gatherings of congenial spirits. Every public man in Scotland must 
some time speak of Bums, and two such speeches are given to us. 
Among the historical delineations we have such a varied assortment as 
Cromwell, Nelson, Dr. Johnson, Thackeray, Robert Louis Stevenson, 
Dr. Chalmers, Cecil Rhodes, and the catholicity of the writer's mind is 
shown by the sympathetic appreciation with which he has been able to 
depict these so different figures in tum. The earliest of the studies is 
thal of Scottish history, delivered as a Rectorial Address at Aberdeen as 
far back as 1880. The latest is a prefatory note to Henri de Catt's 
memoir of Frederick the Great, written in 1916. We have thus the 
opportunity of comparing Lord Rosebery's style and spirit at the age 
of thirty-three with that which he exhibited at sixty-nine. The com
parison is of much interest, and reminds us of somewhat similar re
semblances and differences between the John Morley of the Fort
nightly Review in 1875 and the Lord Morley of Recollections three 
years ago. Both loss and gain may be noted in each case. In the later 
work we miss something of the trenchant directness of youth, and find 
the ripe mellowness of old age. 
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occasions that Lord Rosebery shows perhaps his most characteristic 
brilliance. Among the many Englishmen who can make such speeches 
well there is none who then acquits himself with a more exquisite grace 
or whose short speech is more frequently a gem. For Lord Rosebery 
has the gift of imagination, a strain of sympathetic poetry, a striking 
and unstudied aptness of phrase, not seldom a dash of wit in which there 
is dazzling sparkle but no sting. One could wish that his speech in the 
House of Lords on the death of Gladstone had found its way into this 
book. For an the motives which inspire him to his highest flights of 
eloquence were then exerting their combined effect, and good judges 
who were present declared it to be the most moving of all the moving 
tributes in which the first orators of the British Parliament strove to 
speak worthily on so great an occasion. 

To some readers the most valuable part of the book will be that 
which deals with political leaders, especially the essays on Burke, 
'Windham, Sir Robert Peel, Lord Randolph Churchill, and the short 
speeches at the unveiling of a statue of Gladstone and a bust of Lord 
Salisbury. The author has intimate first-hand knowledge of the prob
lem of parliamentary government and the machinery of Cabinets, so 
that special interest belongs to his historical study of past statesmen as 
well as to his pictures of those during his own time with whom he was 
in personal relation either of discipleship or of conflict. The sketches 
are rapid, the characterizations are confident, the portraits are drawn 
in clear and vivid outline. There is nowhere any trace of malice, and 
there is abounding evidence of resolute charity. Less interest now 
belongs to three papers on "Service of the State." They carry 
us back to the days of that "Liberal League" in which some twenty 
years ago our author organized his own special band of followers on a 
crusade for "Liberal Imperialism." It was then that Mr. Lloyd George 
was being excommunicated by the notables of his own party as a dangerous 
agitator, and being branded as a mere demagogue without either concern 
or appreciation for the imperial glories. The Liberal League has been 
long since dead, the vilificatory nicknames are well forgotten, and it 
has become obvious to all that Mr. Lloyd George's character was then 
read with little discernment. It is the present Premier who has warned 
us that the word "Empire" may have to be dropped. As it recurs ad 
nauseam in these three addresses by Lord Rosebery, we are reminded 
once more how far the world has moved since 1902. 

One feels, too, about some of the speeches here republished that 
they would have gained much in attractiveness for the reader if the 
speaker could have been prevailed upon to correct them in proof. The 
manner of the speech differs notably from the nanner of the volume, 
and one is a little bored in reading by the recurring parenthesis, the 
repetitions, the recasting of a sentence when it is half completed, the 
occasional indifference to syntax, which are not noticed as one listens 
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critic than this veteran writer, and those of whom he writes are among 
the most interesting figures of his generation. 

. To many of us Colvin's name suggests immediately and vividly 
that of Stevenson, and perhaps the fonner would hardly protest against 
this emphasi~ on what was one of the warmest and strongest of all the 
friendships which have bound together literary men of talent. How 
unselfish and devoted Sir Sidney Colvin's affection for the younger man 
was, and how unceasingly he watched over his interests, we know from 
the Life and the Vailima Letters. The sketch in the present volume 
presents a lively picture of R. L. S. at that early stage when Colvin 
first came under the spell of his picturesque and fascinating personality. 
That the portrait is drawn by the hand of affection which does not 
disguise its partiality, in no way impairs its chann. Perhaps more 
illuminating, however. is the account of John Ruskin, whose figure, 
unlike that of Stevenson, seems to have grown somewhat hazy to readers 
of the present day. The Colvin family were on tenns of intimacy with 
Ruskin, and as a boy Sidney Colvin was an ardent disciple of the great 
writer. Though later he emancipated himself from the Ruskin dogmas, 
he retains a wann sense of the genius of the man himself and the stimu
lating quality of his teaching. He well says: "Better than to be taught 
how to see, and what to think and feel, is to be so aroused that one is 
forced to see, think, and feel for oneself: and that is what the work of 
Ruskin did for thousands of us who would never label ourselves his 
disciples. " 

Browning, Rossetti, Burne Jones, Watts, Meredith, and Gambetta, 
-these are all names to conjure with, and of none of these does Colvin 
write without shedding fresh light on the men themselves. Of Glad
stone, George Eliot, and Victor Hugo his reminiscences are slighter and 
of somewhat less interest. Finest and most vigorous of all the pen
portraits in this gallery, however, is the wonderfully vivid sketch of 
Edward John Trelawny, the friend of Byron and Shelley, whose hand 
showed in old age the scar made when he drew the heart of Shelley out 
of the fire that was consuming all that was mortal of the great poet. 
The remarkable character and no less remarkable adventures of this. 
singular man seem to belong rather to a hero of one of Dumas's histor
ical romances than to an English gentleman of the nineteenth century. 
The description here given brings his figure before us with extraordinary
vivacity. Of his conversation he says:-

His moral and social recklessness, his defiance of current opinions, his turbulent 
energy, his sure eye for character and his no less sure instinct for literature, all 
made themselves felt, along with the extraordinary interest of his experiences. 
From time to time he would rise, almost bound, up from his chair, with his eyes. 
fastened on yours like a vice, and in tones of incredible power would roar what he 
had to say into your face. I never heard in human conversation a voice so energetic 
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